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                                                                                1 Creating a High Resolution PDF File with Adobe Acrobat Software As the professional printing industry evolves from traditional processes to a digital workflow, it faces a number of issues including predictability, reliability and consistency of workflow. Adobe Acrobat software, the Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF), and Adobe PostScript 3 printing technology are addressing these issues and bringing new power and flexibility to all phases of print production. The Adobe PDF file format is quickly emerging as the standard file format for file exchange and output in the design community. Think of an Adobe PDF file as a digital master. With Adobe PDF, a document is completely self-contained, including all the fonts, images, graphics, and formatting of the original application file. Yet, unlike the original application file, Adobe PDF files are compact and platform-independent, and can be shared, viewed and printed by anyone. Adobe PDF files are being used today to speed the review and approval of creative proofs; to generate virtually error-free PostScript language files; to see instantly on screen how a document s fonts, graphics, and layout will print; and to deliver final output to printers. Adobe PDF s ability to streamline processes translates to real benefits, including faster and clearer communication, fewer delays, lower production costs, and more reliability throughout the printing process. ABOUT THIS TUTORIAL WINDOWS 95/98 TUTORIAL Copyright 1998 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved. Legal Notices
                                            










                                            2 ABOUT THIS TUTORIAL Welcome to the Adobe PDF stepby-step tutorial. This program will guide you through the steps necessary to create an Adobe PDF file that will faithfully reproduce your fonts, images, and graphics when printing or producing color separations on an Adobe PostScript output device. One of the challenges faced by today s designers and print producers is understanding how to create a PDF file that retains the proper information for high resolution imaging. While they may be creating PDF files using Adobe s Acrobat Distiller software, they are most likely using the default settings, which are designed to create very small PDF files that are ideal for on-screen viewing, but not at all ideal for high resolution imaging. Files created with the default setting typically print poorly with fuzzy or blurred images, poor color output, with spot colors or fonts that were incorrect or missing altogether. Fortunately, producing high quality output from an Adobe PDF file is a simple matter of choosing the right settings while creating the files. Once you have selected the correct settings, it is easy to automate the process. Every document and workflow is different and there is no single, precise recipe for the creation of high resolution PDF files. However, there are two scenarios that are common in print production today, print optimized, and press optimized PDF files. A print optimized PDF file is ideally suited for use with composite 4-color or monochrome devices. A press optimized PDF file contains additional information needed for prepress production such as spot color data, trapping parameters, OPI comments, and UCR/GCR settings. This tutorial describes configurations and job options that will provide good results the first time, for most documents. They will also provide a foundation upon which to build more customized settings for more sophisticated print jobs. Designers who are preparing PDF files for professional production are encouraged to work cooperatively with their service provider to define settings that will work best for their workflow. INTRODUCTION WINDOW S 95/98 TUTORIAL Copyright 1998 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved. Legal Notices
                                            

                                            3 ADOBE SYSTEMS INCORPORATED LEGAL NOTICE Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, AdobePS, Distiller and PostScript are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated. Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All trademarks used herein are for identification only and are used without intent to infringe the owner's trademarks or other proprietary rights. INTRODUCTION ABOUT THIS TUTORIAL WINDOWS 95/98 TUTORIAL Copyright 1998 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved.
                                            

                                            4 1 Before you start: In order to create an Adobe PDF file that contains the right information for high resolution imaging, you ll want to do the following things: 1) Modify some of your base configurations. 2) Choose specific options for the creation of PostScript files. 3) Select custom job options within Acrobat Distiller software. The Table of Contents on this page allows you quick reference access to areas you may want to review after completing this tutorial. TABLE OF CONTENTS Introduction About this Tutorial Software and Setup Creating a PostScript file Working with Adobe Acrobat Automating the Creation of PDF Files
                                            

                                            5 2 Current software you need for this tutorial: AdobePS or higher print driver Adobe Acrobat Distiller, version or higher Print Driver AdobePS v4.2.4 Install the AdobePS printer driver version or greater on your system. To find out which driver you have installed on your system, go to the Start menu and: a. Choose Settings, then Printers. b. Right-click on the icon for your Adobe PostScript printing device (if you have Acrobat Distiller software installed, click on that icon), then choose Properties. c. Click on the Paper tab, then the About button.
                                            

                                                                                                

6 3 Adobe Acrobat Distiller Install Acrobat 3.0 for Windows Setup. To verify which version you have installed: a. Open the Acrobat program dialog box. b. Right-click on Adobe Acrobat. c. Choose Properties. d. Click on the Version tab.
                                            

                                                                                                

7 4 Preventing unexpected font substitution Disabling the distadb.dos file, which is automatically installed with Adobe Acrobat software, prevents unexpected font substitution. a. Locate the file in your Data folder within the Acrobat folder. The path is Acrobat3/Distiller/Data. b. Rename the file, or move it to another folder for safekeeping.
                                            

                                                                                                

8 5 Installing prologue.ps and epilogue.ps If you are working with custom or spot colors, you ll want to complete the following steps. a. Locate the folder titled Acrobat3/Xtras/high_end. b. Move the files titled prologue.ps and epilogue.ps into the same folder that contains Acrobat Distiller 3.0X. c. Restart Acrobat Distiller.
                                            

                                            9 6 Setting Your AdobePS Driver Options: 1) Using the Start menu, Choose Programs, then AdobePS 4.2 Setup Utility. 2) Begin the setup by clicking on the Next button. 3) Select Local Printer for Printer Type. Click Next. 4) Select the PPD title Acrobat Distiller from the adobeps/ppdroman/adobe menu. Click Next.
                                            

                                            10 7 5) Select the port titled FILE. Click Next.
                                            

                                                                                                

11 8 6) Name your new virtual printer. Click Next. 7) The next screen is the Properties menu. Accept the default settings by clicking OK. Your virtual printer setup is complete. Click on Exit.
                                            

                                                                                                

12 9 Creating a PostScript File: Congratulations, you have just completed the general setup. All of your new settings have been saved so that they will be used automatically in the future. The next step is to create a high quality PostScript file one that contains all the fonts, graphics, and other information that is needed in order to produce a print-, or press-optimized PDF file. Note that some applications, such as Adobe Illustrator, Adobe PageMaker, Adobe Photoshop, and QuarkXPress, write their own unique PostScript code and override driver selections. Please consult your application manual for more information on how to create high quality PostScript files from within these applications.
                                            

                                            13 10 Creating a PostScript File: 1) From any application choose File, then Print. 2) Select Acrobat Distiller as your printer, then click OK. 3) When prompted, type in a name for your new PostScript file.
                                            

                                            14 11 Working with Adobe Acrobat There are two scenarios common in print production today, print optimized, and press optimized PDF files. A print optimized PDF fileis ideally suited for use with composite 4-color or monochrome devices. A press optimized PDF file contains additional information needed for prepress production such as spot color data, trapping parameters, OPI comments and UCR/GCR settings. Following are instructions on how to use the Job Options function in Acrobat Distiller software. Select the type of PDF file you would like to create. PRESS OPTIMIZED PRINT OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                                                                                

15 12 Acrobat Distiller Options: General Open Acrobat Distiller. 1) Select Job Options from the Distiller menu. Set your options as shown here. PRINT OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                                                                                

16 13 Acrobat Distiller Options: Compression 2) Click on the Compression Tab. Set your options as shown below. PRINT OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                            17 14 Acrobat Distiller Options: Font Embedding 3) Click on the Font Embedding Tab. Set your options as shown here. PRINT OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                                                                                

18 15 Acrobat Distiller Options: Advanced PRINT OPTIMIZED 4) Click on the Advanced Tab. Set your options PRESS OPTIMIZED as follows: 5) Your Acrobat Distiller Job Options are now complete. Click OK to save all your changes. The settings you have just selected are now the active settings and will be applied when you create a PDF file. They will remain active until changed again.
                                            

                                                                                                

19 Creating a High Resolution PDF file with Adobe Acrobat 12 PRINT Acrobat Distiller Options: General Open Acrobat Distiller. 1) Select Job Options from the Distiller menu. Set your options as shown here. OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                            20 Creating a High Resolution PDF file with Adobe Acrobat 13 PRINT Acrobat Distiller Options: Compression 2) Click on the Compression Tab. Set your options as shown below. OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                            

                                            21 Creating a High Resolution PDF file with Adobe Acrobat 14 PRINT Acrobat Distiller Options: Font Embedding 3) Click on the Font Embedding Tab. Set your options as shown here. OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                                    

22 Creating a High Resolution PDF file with Adobe Acrobat 15 PRINT Acrobat Distiller Options: Advanced 4) Click on the Advanced Tab. Set your options as shown here. 5) Your Acrobat Distiller Job Options are now complete. Click OK to save all your changes. The settings you have just selected are now the active settings and will be applied when you create a PDF file. They will remain active until changed again. OPTIMIZED PRESS OPTIMIZED
                                                    

23 16 Creating an Adobe Acrobat PDF File You are now ready to create a PDF file. 6) Choose File, then Open. 7) Choose Files of type: All Files (*.*) 8) Find the PostScript file you created earlier and click OK. When prompted, type in a name for your new file and save the file. Congratulations, you have just created a high resolution Adobe PDF file that will faithfully reproduce your fonts, colors, images, and graphics when printing to an Adobe PostScript device.
                                                    

24 17 Automating the Creation of Adobe PDF Files. Acrobat Distiller software makes it easy for you to automate the creation of PDF files through its Watched Folders function. You can select any folder on your hard disk and ask Distiller to watch it. When a PostScript file is placed in that folder, it will automatically process it and turn it into a PDF file. To set up this function, do the following: 1) From your Windows desktop, create a new folder. 2) From within Acrobat Distiller, select Watched Folders from the Distiller menu. 3) Click on Add Folder, select the folder you just created, and click OK.
                                                    

25 18 Automating the Creation of Adobe PDF files You might wish to create three different folders, one each for print-, press-, and web-optimized PDF files. 4) To set job options for each individual folder, click on the folder, then click on Edit Options. 5) For each folder you create, be sure to change and save your settings under all four tabs: General, Compression, Font Embedding, and Advanced. To configure a folder for web-optimized PDF creation, simply click on the Defaults button.
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